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Maundy Thursday  

Concerning the Service 
This Maundy Thursday service was designed for use in the home, around the 
dinner table. If possible the table should be set with the best the house has to offer 
(e.g. tablecloth, flowers, place settings). We sit down to feast with God, and for 
that we bring our best, whatever it may look like.  

Although this is a feast, it is not yet our Easter feast. So while we use our very best, 
this need not be an elaborate meal. A simple dinner served with great care is 
fitting. Bread should be included, if possible. While the service mentions wine, you 
may use whatever beverage is most appropriate for your gathering.  

One candle should be placed on the table and lit before the service begins. It will 
remain lighted throughout.  

This service draws from the Eucharistic tradition, in that it is an act of 
thanksgiving around a meal, but it is not sacramental in the traditional sense. 
Therefore, no priest is required. 

All present are invited to participate, including children. “Leader” indicates an 
individual speaker. A single person may act as Leader throughout, or this role may 
be shared by those present.  

While this service assumes a small gathering, it can be performed by an individual. 
Even alone, we commune in the presence of the Holy Spirit and as part of the 
Body of Christ.  
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Preparation  
Leader We begin by washing. We cleanse our hands as we were cleansed in the 

waters of baptism. We do this not because we are afraid, but because we 
were commanded to love: by cleansing our hands, we show our love for 
the vulnerable.  

 
Each person washes their hands thoroughly with soap and water. After washing, 
all share in setting the table, as they are able. The food should be placed in the 
middle of the table, along with bread and wine or other drink. When the table is 
prepared, all take their places at their chairs. 
 
Leader Tonight we join with Christians everywhere as we remember the last 

night our Lord spent with his disciples. Even as we gather around this 
table, we gather in spirit with all who follow Jesus and honor this night. 
Though we are dispersed, we are together, in spirit and in truth. 

Lord Jesus Christ, help us remember your great love for us this night. Be 
our guest and bless us with your presence, for you are the lover of souls 
and the giver of all good gifts. This we pray in your holy Name. Amen.  
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Blessings 
All may be seated. After all have been served, but before eating, the Leader takes 
the wine and holds it for all to see. 
Leader Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Ruler of the universe. You create the 

fruit of the vine, and you refresh us with the cup of salvation in the Blood 
of your Son Jesus Christ. May the time come quickly when we can share 
that cup again, even as you are with us now in our very thirst for you. 
Glory to you for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Then the leader takes the bread and holds it for all to see. 

Leader  Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Ruler of the universe. You bring forth 
bread from the earth, and you have fed us on our way with the bread of 
life in the Body of your Son Jesus Christ. Let us be fed again soon with 
that bread of life. As grain scattered upon the earth is gathered into one 
loaf, so gather your Church in every place into the kingdom of your Son. 
To you be glory and power for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The bread is passed around the table for all to share. Then a final blessing is said 
over all the food.  

Leader  Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Ruler of the universe. You have 
created the earth to bring forth food to satisfy our hunger. Let this food 
strengthen us in the holy days before us, that following our Savior in the 
way of the cross, we may come to the joy of his resurrection. For yours is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Stories 
The meal should be enjoyed by all. During the meal, one or more of the following 
stories may be read. After reading each story, people may reflect together on 
questions such as:  

I wonder what part of this story you like best?  
I wonder what part of this story is the most important part?  
I wonder what part of this story is especially about you?  

Conversation and questions are encouraged, for this is a gathering of friends. 
 

The First Story  The Wedding at Cana | John 2.1-12 (NIV)  
On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was 
there, and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the 
wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no more wine.” 

“Woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My hour has not yet come.” 
His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 

Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial 
washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons. Jesus said to the 
servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they filled them to the brim. Then he told 
them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.” 

They did so, and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned 
into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who 
had drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside and said, 
“Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the 
guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.” 

What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through which he 
revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him. 
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The Second Story Feeding the Five Thousand | Matthew 14.13-21 (NRSV)  
Jesus withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the 
crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. When he went ashore, 
he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured their sick.  

When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, 
and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the 
villages and buy food for themselves.”  

Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” 
They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” And he said, 
“Bring them here to me.”  

Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and 
the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave 
them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And all ate and 
were filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve 
baskets full. And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and 
children. 
 
 

The Final Story The Last Supper | John 13.1-17, 31b-35   
During supper, Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, 
and that he had come from God and was going to God, got up from the table, 
took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water 
into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel 
that was tied around him.  

He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 
Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will 
understand.” Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, 
“Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, 
not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, “One who 
has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And 
you are clean, though not all of you.” For he knew who was to betray him; for this 
reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, 
he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and 
Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, 
have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set 



 6 

you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell 
you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the 
one who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. 

Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God 
has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him 
at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; 
and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, `Where I am going, you cannot 
come.’  

I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved 
you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another.”   
 

 
 
Foot-washing 
Foot-washing is an appropriate and ancient, though optional, way to observe 
Maundy Thursday. If foot-washing is to be performed, it happens now. After the 
meal is ended, but before the dishes are removed, a basin, pitcher of water, and 
clean towels are brought to the table. Those gathered may take turns washing one 
another’s feet. After all have washed and been washed, the basin, pitcher, and 
towels are removed, and all return to the table for the final prayers. 
 
 
 
 

The Prayers 
Leader Father, on the night he was betrayed, your son washed his disciples’ feet. 

Help us to follow his example of love and humility.  
  Lord, in your mercy, 
  Hear our prayer. 

On this night, Jesus prayed for his disciples to be one. Help all who 
follow him to be united in love.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
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On this night, Jesus prayed for those who were to believe through the 
message of the disciples. Help us to share your good news with everyone. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

On this night, Jesus commanded his disciples to love, but suffered 
rejection himself. Be with all who are rejected or unloved.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

On this night, Jesus felt completely alone as he prayed in Gethsemane. Be 
with all who feel alone tonight, especially those who are sheltering in 
place apart from those they know and love. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

On this night, Jesus ate with Judas, the one who would betray him. Give 
us grace to forgive all who have hurt or betrayed us.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ our 
Savior. Amen. 

 
Quietly, all who are able help clear the meal and put away all dishes and utensils. 
This act of cleaning mirrors the tradition of the Stripping of the Altar. It is 
appropriate that all present take turns to wipe down the table after all has been 
cleared. A single candle should remain lit. Then a person prays, 

Leader Lord Jesus, on this holy night you supped with your disciples and said to 
them, “Peace is my last gift to you, my own peace I now leave with you; 
peace which the world cannot give, I give to you.” Give us now this 
peace and send us forth into the world that we may love one another as 
you have loved us. Amen.  

 
You may extinguish the candle. After the meal, it is customary to keep the Holy 
Hour. A separate liturgy is available in the online resources from Transfiguration, 
which follows the rite from the St. Augustine’s Prayer Book. 
 


